HANAMKONDA (WARANGAL)

THE well built and walled village of Hanamkonda is  some five miles
distant from WarangaL   It is  at the  Northern  base of a granite
hill, con- taming upwards of one thousand houses mostly tiled,  now
used  as the head-quarters of the Warangal  Subha.   It contains an
ancient Jain   " pagoda " known as the Temple of a Thousand   Pillars  now
neglected and in ruins.    (See page 36 of illustrations.)

Local tradition says that Hanamkonda was the capital of the surroun-
ding country before Warangal was founded. Some hold that Hanamkonda
was contemporaneous with Warangal, and was used as the seat of Govern-
ment, whereas Warangal was the fortress and strong-hold just at the present
day Hyderabad is the capital and the seat of Government and Golconda
some five or six miles distant is the fortress.

The temple of Hanamkonda which is of great architectural beauty
does not cover much ground. In fact the shrine and part of the mandapam
are all that now remain. There are traces of the enclosing walls which have
now disappeared.

The huge building more commonly known as the thousand pillared
temple of which a few hundreds alone now remain to tell of its former great-
ness was erected according to an inscription at the entrance of the temple
in 1084 Shalivahana Saka (1162) by a member of the Ganapathy or Kakatheya
family, and it is doubly interesting to us at this distance of time since its
date and history are all inscribed upon it connecting it with the powerful
dynasty of Warangal of which Andhra Deva was reigning king. The delicacy
of the work and the elaboration of the details on the pillars are simply mar-
vellous. It is much the finest and the most ornamental of the Dravidian
temples in the Dominions. The temple itself round the mandapam which
does not cover much ground measures outside 102 feet from East to West, 83
feet from North to South and stands on a basement 10 feet wide all around
it. It is triple in construction and consists of three spacious halls with a
fine portion supported by 300 pillars having three different shrines of very
considerable dimensions, dedicated to Shiva, Vishnu and Surya. When
looked inside everything is empty and there is no trace of any image round
the temple. Some remains of this ancient temple which have withstood
the ravages of centuries are of great beauty specially the entrances to the
Shrine which are the objects on which the ancient Hindus as usual had
lavished their utmost skill.
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